
 Lesson Plans— SDA  
  Grade 5 

Summer Dreamers Curriculum 
 

Day 1  
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Classroom 
Culture 

Intro to rules and 
procedures. 

Getting to Know 
You 

20 minutes 

I Am Poem 

 

1. Discuss classroom rules, procedures and camp rules based on your 
camp site plan. 

2. Pass out I Am Poem and model how you would complete the 
poem. Complete an I Am Poem for yourself so that the students get 
to know you. 

3. Allow students time to begin their own I Am Poem. They will 
continue to work on their poem tomorrow. 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Guide 

Making Inferences 

Intro lesson 

Pretest 

30 minutes 

Pre-Test:  Making 
Inferences; Assessment 
Book pg. 25a-25b 

Good Readers Guide Text 
Book 

Chart paper 

Markers  

 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Introduce the Good Readers Guide Camper book 
2. Pass out a book to each camper.   
3. Give campers a few minutes to preview the text.  Explain to the 

campers that during the next 25 days, they will be exploring 
sections of the text to help them to become Promise Ready.  

4. Group class into three groups. Give campers chart paper and have 
the campers complete a scavenger hunt of the sections of the book 
they will be focusing on.   

5. Each group will make a chart showing the big ideas for the section 
they are responsible for and share their finding with the class. 

o Big Ideas would include the definition, strategies to 
help campers, pictures/graphics, etc. 

Group 1 

 Making inferences pgs. 360-365, 368-372 (have campers 
pay careful attention to p. 372) 

Group 2 

 Prefixes and suffixes pgs. 110-113 
 Idioms pgs. 126-130 



Group 3 

 Similes, Metaphors and Personification pgs. 132-137 
6. Share with campers that in weeks one and two, they will be 

working to learn more about making inferences during reading 
During week three they will be learning about Prefixes/Suffixes 
and Idioms. Finally, during weeks four and five, campers will be 
learning about Similes, Metaphors and Personification. 

7. Explain that for the section on inferences, they will take a pretest 
and a posttest to see what they know and what they have learned. 

8. Distribute Pretest.  
9. Campers will work independently on pretest 
10. Collect (grade before tomorrow as you will need to review with 

campers in day 2) 

Novel 
Intro  to Core 

Novel Activities 
Lesson 

20 minutes 

Copies of each of the core 
novels that campers will 
be reading during Summer 
Dreamers.  

1. Can You Feel the 
Thunder 

2. Frankenstein 
3. Pearl Harbor Is 

Burning 
 
Post it notes 

 

1. Explain to the campers that over the next 5 weeks, we will be 
devoting 30 minutes per day to reading core novels.  We will be 
reading a total of 3 core novels.  Explain that we will also have 
other free choice novels to read.   

2. Break campers in to groups; give each group one novel to preview.  
3. On chart paper, have campers write the title of the book they are 

previewing, make predictions based on the title, pictures and 
summary on the back of the book.  Campers may also create an 
illustration.   

4. Have campers complete a gallery walk (Give each camper several 
post it notes. Instruct them to view the information on the charts, 
write a question or comment on their post it and place on the 
appropriate chart. Keep these charts posted throughout Summer 
Dreamers to refer to.) 

5. Explain to campers that the class will begin tomorrow with the 
book  

Every day use one type of fluency strategy during reading.  You may 
choose from a variety of Choral Reading strategies or partner 
reading. Please see Tim Rasinski’s Professional Guide for 
Fabulously Famous Books, pages 24-32—provided along with your 
classroom library. 

Board Games Games 20 minutes 
Various Board Games 1. Introduce classroom games. 

2. Staff members: teachers and camp coordinators should teach 



groups of campers to play one of the board games. Explain the 
rules and allow them to play the games. 

 

   



   



Day 2  
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Classroom 
Culture 

Rules and 
procedures 

Getting to Know 
You. 

20 minutes 

I Am Poems 1. Review rules and procedure. 
2. Give campers time to complete their I Am Poems. 
3. Have campers illustrate two or three of their favorite lines from 

their poem. 
4. Go around the room and allow each camper to share their two 

favorite lines from their poem. 

Good 
Reader’s 
Guide 

Making Inferences  30 minutes 

Graded Inference Pretest 

 

Good Readers Guide Text 
Book TE/SE pgs. 360-361 

 

Camper notebook/binder  

 

Chart paper 

 

1.  Review-answers of pretest with campers.  Explain that over the 
next two weeks that the class will be working on making inferences 
during reading using a variety of texts.   

2. Tell campers that they will take a posttest at the end of next week 
on making inferences to determine if they have improved with the 
skill of making inferences. 

3. Label a chart “Inferences” to record campers’ responses to the 
lesson. 

4. Distribute the Good Readers Guide Text Book, have campers open 
books to page 360 

5. Read the first paragraph on page 360 aloud to model fluent reading.  
6. Ask “What are the logical clues that led to “He stayed up late 

finishing a report?” record campers’ responses on “Inference 
Chart.” 

7. Ask “Why do you think we need to be able to make inferences as 
we read?”  record answers on “Inference Chart” 

8. Write the following questions on the Elmo or board, and have 
campers copy it in their binders/notebook:  “What do you notice 
about the scene?  What does the image have to do with the Making 
Inferences Strategy?” 

9. Have campers work as partners to analyze the illustration on the 
bottom of page 360 and answer the questions.  Campers should be 
led to make inferences based on what they know and what they see 
in the picture.  Share out responses and chart on the “Inference 
Chart.” 

10. Next, assign campers to a small group. Explain to campers that 
they are going to play “Pick a Picture.” 



11. Instruct campers to turn to page 109. Ask them what they can infer 
about the picture. Likely answers would include that the girl is 
happy, she received a text from a friend, the text had good news in 
it, etc. 

12. Now that you have modeled how to play “Pick a Picture,” allow 
campers to choose one or two pictures from the following pages: 
36, 42, 72, 76, 93, 148, 288, 358, and 367. Their goal is to tell a 
story about they the picture they chose based on what they know 
and what they see. 

13. Allow campers to share their stories. 

Vocabulary 
Activities 

Frankenstein 
Vocabulary 

 
20 minutes 

Vocabulary words and 
definitions 
 
Blank paper 
 
Crayons/Markers 

 
 

1. On the overhead/ELMO provide campers with the vocabulary 
words and definitions for the novel Frankenstein. 

2. Have campers write the words/definitions in their notebooks: 
 Horrid – Something that is horrid is terrible or 

unpleasant 
 Jabbed – If something is jabbed it is poked quickly 
 Alas – An expression of grief or concern 
 Sprang – If someone or something sprang, it jumped up 

suddenly. 
 Dashed – If you dashed somewhere, you ran there in a 

hurry. 
 Ambition – If you have ambition, you have a strong 

desire to do something 
 Petrified – If you are so frightened that you are unable 

to move, you are petrified. 
 Affection – Showing affection for something means that 

you love it deeply. 
3. Next, tell campers that they are going to complete a Vocabulary 

Acrostic to show that they can make up a story to show the 
definition of the word. 

4. Model an example for them using the word “horrid” 
 H – Harrison had something horrid happen to him. 
 O – One day he was 
 R – Running down the street and a car 
 R – Raced through a stop sign. 
 I – It caused him to jump back on the sidewalk, trip, 

and fall 
 D – Down, breaking his wrist. 



5. Tell campers to create their own Vocabulary Acrostic for a word of 
their choice. 

Novel 

Frankenstein 
by Mary Shelley 
adapted by Larry 

Weinberg 

20 minutes 

One copy of 
Frankenstein by Mary 
Shelley adapted by Larry 
Weinberg for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Pages 1-4 

 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal for each camper. 
Frankenstein by Mary 
Shelley adapted by Larry 
Weinberg. Pages 1-4 

 
 

1. Tell campers that today you will begin reading the classic novel 
Frankenstein. 

2. Pass out to each camper the Camper Journal for Frankenstein. 
Have campers put their names and today’s date on the front of their 
journals. 

3. Have campers write their group member names on page 2 of their 
journals. 

4. Have campers complete Think What You Know on page 3 of the 
Camper Journal. 

5. Have campers look at the cover, title and summary on back cover. 
 Ask:  why can’t people see that the Monster just wants to 

be loved?  What problems can this cause? 
6. Point out The Exchange question on the title page. 

 Why do people judge others by the way they look? 
 Explain that when they finish reading they will share their 

ideas about this and other questions with the group. 
7. Have campers complete the Preview and Predict section on page 

3 of the Camper Journal. 
8. Preview the graphic organizer Using a Goal and Outcome Chart 

on Camper Journal page 4 with campers.  Have campers add to 
the chart as they read to show how Victor Frankenstein and the 
Monster try to reach their goals. 

 

   



   



Day 3  
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Making inferences 30 minutes 

Good Readers Guide Text 
Book TE/SE pgs. 362-363 

 

Camper notebook/binder 

  

Inference Graphic 
Organizer 

 

Chart paper 

 

1. Review “Inference Chart” 
2. Have campers study the photograph on page 362 and write in their 

notebooks what they think the girl is doing and why. 
3. Pair/share with a partner/ discuss with group 
4. Explain that what they were doing was taking what they already 

know and made a guess or inference. 
5. Have a volunteer read the caption. 
6. Read the section “What’s the Author Really Saying?” pg. 362 
7. Create a three column chart/ graphic organizer  You Read, You 

Know and So 
8. Work with the class to complete the GO about the girl in the photo. 
9. Discuss the following question: Will every reader come up with the 

same inference?  Why or why not? 
10. Read aloud the Biographical Sketch “Hayao Miyazaki: Anime 

Director on page 363 using the cloze procedure to keep campers 
engaged in reading. (Oral Cloze procedure—teacher reads aloud 
as campers read along quietly.  Occasionally the teacher leaves out 
a word and the campers chime in and read the word aloud. Practice 
this strategy with the first sentence.  Teacher should explain that 
they will read the entire first sentence and leave out the last word.  
When the teacher stops reading the campers will all say the word 
the teacher left out.) 

11. Work with the campers to analyze the samples inferences on the 
bottom of page 363.  Use the “She Read, She Know and So” to 
show how each reader made an inference.  Record camper 
responses. 

Word 
Ladders 

Intro to 
Word Ladders 

 
10 minutes 

Handout: 
 
• Counting Up Word 
Ladder pg 7 
(you will need to make 
copies for campers if you 
choose to use the Word 

1. Tell campers that this summer we will also be working with wacky 
word ladder puzzles, which are fun ways to play with words. 

2. Hand out the word ladder puzzle titled “Counting Up” and 
complete it with the class as a whole. 

3. Demonstrate how to solve a Word Ladder puzzle: Start out by 
previewing the page and pointing out to the campers that a starter 
word will be at the bottom of the ladder. Here we have “few”. In 



Ladder activities) 
 

the word boxes along the sides of the ladder are clues for the next 
word. It says “Opposite of old”. So if we have “few” and need to 
change one letter, what would the word be? “New”.  

4. Note:  the Word Ladder Activities can be very challenging due 
to the clues and the vocabulary associated with the clues.  You 
will need to offer support to campers when campers are 
working on these activities.  Pairing or grouping campers and 
circulating the room when they are working on Word Ladders 
is recommended. 

Novel 
 

Frankenstein 
by Mary Shelley 
adapted by Larry 

Weinberg 

30 minutes 

One copy of 
Frankenstein by Mary 
Shelley adapted by Larry 
Weinberg for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators 
Chapter 1 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator 
Page 5 

 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal for each camper.  
Frankenstein by Mary 
Shelley adapted by Larry 
Weinberg. Page 4-5 

1. Plan how each group will read and respond to Frankenstein.  The 
options you choose should be based on the campers reading ability.  
(See page 4 of the Teachers Guide for several options. Whole 
group, small groups with you leading a group and coordinators 
leading the other 2 groups.) 

2. Read pages 5-11.   
3. Explain that the feeling of a story is called mood.  Reread page 9. 

 What makes the mood scary? 
4. Reread page 11 

 What is the problem of this story? 
5. Read pages 12-16. 

 The Monster thought he was a baby and Victor was his 
father.  What does this show about the Monster? 

6. Have campers look at the picture on page 15. 
 How does the picture help you to understand Victor’s 

feelings of fear? 
7. Have campers go to page 4 of their Camper Journals and answer 

the following questions on the Goal and Outcome Chart 
 What was Victor’s goal in Chapter 1? 
 What did he do to reach his goal? 
 Did he reach his goal? 

8. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 5 of their Camper 
Journals.  Discuss answers. 

 

Fluency 
Activities 

Introduction to 
Fluency Activities 

- 
Practice the 

Passage 

20 Minutes

Frankenstein Books 
Reading Idol Rubric 

6. Explain that being a fluent reader has 4 main parts: 
1. Accuracy - pronouncing words correctly 
2.  Smoothness – clear, continuous reading, not choppy, no long 

pauses to sound out words 
3. Speed – reading at a good pace, not too quickly and not too 



slowly 
4. Expression – reading with emotion 

7. Tell campers that being a fluent reader is one very important way 
to become a skilled, proficient reader, and this summer they’ll be 
reading fun books and doing activities that will help them become 
superb readers! 

8.  Ask which campers have seen the show American Idol, and then 
explain that at the end of each week there will be a Reading Idol 
Competition! 

9. Pass out a copy of the Reading Idol Rubric to each camper. 
10. Review rubric with the campers. Explain that each camper will 

choose a 50 to 100 word passage from the current novel, practice it 
this week, and then read it for the class at the end of week. The 
teacher and camp coordinators will both fill out rubrics for each 
camper to give feedback on their strengths and areas for growth. 
Other campers in the class will not fill out the rubric, but will vote 
for the camper who did the best job demonstrating the four areas on 
the rubric by writing names on paper. 

11. Explain that during our novel/fluency activities, we will be using a 
variety of fluency activities while reading our focus novels and we 
will use the Reading Idol Rubric to evaluate their fluency. 

12. Some examples of the activities that we will be using with our 
novels and other readings include:  choral reading, mumble 
reading, partner reading and reading alone. 

13. Give campers a few minutes to choose which passage they’ll use 
for the first Reading Idol competition. Make sure that they choose a 
passage from Frankenstein that is 50 – 100 words. 

14. Once campers have chosen a passage allow them to practice the 
passage. 

 

   



   



Day X  
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

 

No Curriculum – Morning Fun Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   



No Camp – Fourth of July Holiday  
 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

 

No Curriculum  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

   



Day 4  
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Making Inferences 30 minutes 

Good Readers Guide Text 
Book TE/SE pgs. 364-365 

 

Camper notebook/binder  

 

Character diagram 
Graphic Organizer 

 

Chart paper 

 

1. Quick write:  What do you have really strong feelings about?  Is 
there something that you love to do that you would rather do than 
anything else? Explain? 

2. Pair/share/chart 
3. Explain to campers when you really feel strongly about something 

we may say you have a passion for something. Label the previous 
chart : We are passionate about: 

4. Read aloud the story on page 365 “Malek Makes the Team” using 
the oral cloze procedure.  

5. Have campers read page 364 silently and study the character 
diagram at the bottom of the page.  Help campers connect the 
entries in the diagram with the story on page 365. 

6. Write the following sentence on the board:  “What clues and 
personal experiences can you use to make inferences about Coach 
Suzuki?   

7. Have campers partner read the story and make inferences about the 
coach. 

8. Have campers complete the character diagram about Coach Suzuki 
(similar to the one on page 364, record their result and share with 
the class.)  

Reader’s 
Theater 

Introduction 
to Reader’s 

Theater  
– 

Practice the Play 

20 minutes 

Funny Read Aloud Plays: 
Classic Short Stories 
   
Highlighters 
 
notecards 

Introduction 
3. Ask the campers if they have ever been involved in a play or skit at 

school? Let them share their experiences to help create excitement. 
4. Explain to campers that this summer they will be participating in 

Reader’s Theater, which is a time for campers to be characters in a 
play, make props, and, at the end of camp, perform for fellow 
campers and family members! 

5. Explain that they don’t need to be nervous about memorizing lines, 
because Reader s Theater allows campers to use scripts to read 
from while acting out the play! The focus is on reading fluently and 
having fun. 

6. Pass out the Funny Read Aloud Play books and have each camper 
write their name on their book. Have the campers look through the 



book for the plays they may be performing during camp. 
7. Explain that campers will be grouped and each group will perform 

one of the plays(teacher can choose to allow campers to choose 
their groups or assign groups; assign groups according to the 
number of characters in the play) 

8. Each group will work on it for all 4 weeks and perform it in week 
5. 

9. Have campers move to groups.  Decide which play each will 
perform 

10. Teacher and camp coordinators will model good fluent reading 
with the play their particular group will be practicing during camp.  
Make sure to pay attention to phrasing, pacing and expression.   

11. Assign each camper a role based on their reading level. 
12. Have campers highlight their roles and begin practicing their roles 

independently.  Have them record any unknown vocabulary words 
or words that gave them problems.  Then have them practice 
decoding offering assistance as needed. 

Novel 

Frankenstein 
by Mary Shelley 
adapted by Larry 

Weinberg 

40 minutes 

One copy of 
Frankenstein by Mary 
Shelley adapted by Larry 
Weinberg for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators 
Chapters 2-3 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Page 6 

 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal for each camper.  
Frankenstein by Mary 
Shelley adapted by Larry 
Weinberg. Page 4, 6 

1.  Read pages 17-20. Have campers respond to the following 
questions: 

 Why did the Monster leave Victor’s house? 
2. Reread pages 18-19.  

 What did the Monster do that scared the man in the woods?   
 What scared the Monster? 

3. Read pages 21-25 
 The Monster was afraid before he entered the house full of 

people.  Why did he decide to enter? 
 At first the Monster tried to be friendly.  But then, he 

howled and swung at people.  Why did he change? 
4. Read pages 26-31. 

 The Monster could think.  Reread pages 29-30.  What 
shows that he could think? 

 Reread pages 30-31. Why did the Monster leave berries and 
nuts on the doorstep? 

5.  Read pages 32-40. 
 The Monster did not know the reflection in the pool was his 

and he was scared of it.  What did he realize when the face 
kept coming back? 

 How did he feel? 



6. Reread pages 38-40. 
 Why did hatred grow in the Monster’s heart? 

7.  Review what happened in Chapters 2-3. 
8. Have campers add the Monster’s goal, action and outcome to their 

Camper Journal Page 4. 
9. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 6 of Camper 

Journals.  Discuss answers. 
 

   



   



Day 5  
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Making Inferences 30 minutes 

Good Readers Guide Text 
Book TE/SE pgs. 368-369 

 

Camper notebook/binder  

 

Chart paper 

 

Artifacts used in previous 
lesson.  

 

Inference Graphic Organizer 

 

 

1. Review artifact “Inference Chart.”   
2. Quick write: In notebooks, have campers respond to the following 

prompt:  “How can trash inspire an artist?”  pair/share 
3. Tell campers they will be reading a nonfiction text about an artist 

who works with trash.  Ask them to think about the prompt as they 
read and add any information to their responses that tells how trash 
inspired this particular artist. 

4. Read aloud the article “Treasured Trash” on page 369.  Use the 
cloze procedure to keep all campers engaged in the reading.  (Oral 
Cloze procedure—teacher reads aloud as campers read along 
quietly.  Occasionally the teacher leaves out a word and the 
campers chime in and read the word aloud. Practice this strategy 
with the first sentence.  Teacher should explain that they will read 
the entire first sentence and leave out the last word.  When the 
teacher stops reading the campers will all say the word the teacher 
left out.) 

5. Ask campers to add to the Quick write—How did trash inspire the 
artist in the article “Treasured Trash?” pair/share 

6. Have them look at the picture on page 369 and identify some of the 
objects the artist used to create his art. 

7. Remind campers of how they were able to infer about the picture 
on page 360.  Ask “What were the steps you used to figure out 
what was happening in the picture?” Explain that the steps they 
used to figure out what was going on in the picture are similar to 
what they do to make an inference when reading a nonfiction text.  
However, you have to think about the facts the author presents and 
what you already know about the facts.  

8. Create an inference graphic organizer on chart paper divided into 
three columns.  I READ/I KNOW/AND SO… 

9. Read pages 368 with the class 
10. Work with the class to model and chart on the inference graphic 

organizer.  Look at the inferences listed on page 369, have campers 
work in small groups to find and record text that supports each 



inference. 

Fluency 
Activities 

Reading Idol 
- 

Practice the 
Passage 

20 minutes 

Frankenstein Novel 
 
Reading Idol Rubric 
 
Paired Reading Response 
Form 
 
Notebook paper 

1. Instruct campers to write their passages on a piece of notebook 
paper. Writing the passage can help them focus on and remember 
it, and it will allow them to take it home and continue practicing 
outside of camp. 

2. Have campers refer to the Reading Idol Rubric, ask them to 
evaluate you using the rubric as you read the text. 

3. Read the text aloud several times and in different voices while 
campers listen and follow along silently. 

4. Discuss the meaning of the text 
5. Discuss your reading of the test using the rubric to guide your 

discussion. 
6. Distribute Paired Reading Response Form and explain that 

campers can document feedback on this during buddy reading 
7. Remind campers that while they’re practicing and listening to 

buddies, they should keep in mind the Reading Idol Rubric 
categories. 

8. Have campers buddy read (read with a partner, with each camper 
taking turns practicing the passage and getting feedback from the 
buddy). Partners should read the text to each other at least three 
times. 

9. As the campers are practicing their readings, walk around the room 
listening to them read and offering suggestions for improving any 
of the areas addressed on the rubric. 

10. Tell campers that the first Reading Idol performance will occur 
near the end of next week. 

Novel 

Frankenstein 
by Mary Shelley 
adapted by Larry 

Weinberg 

40 minutes 

One copy of 
Frankenstein by Mary 
Shelley adapted by Larry 
Weinberg for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Chapters 4-6 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Page 7 

 

1. Read pages 41-46. 
 The Monster got better.  Then he said that he was “ready 

for Victor Frankenstein!”  What did he mean? 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you in 

figuring out the answer? 
 How did the Monster’s actions in Chapter 4 show he had 

changed? 
2. Read pages 47-51. 

 Victor cried when he saw his Monster.  Why? 
 Victor did not tell his family about the Monster.  What 

happened as a result? 



One copy of the Camper 
Journal for each camper.  
Frankenstein by Mary 
Shelley adapted by Larry 
Weinberg. Page 7 

3. Read pages 52-55. 
 Reread page 54. Victor felt sorry that the Monster never 

had love.  What will make the Monster feel better? 
 Victor first refused to make the wife.  How did the Monster 

convince him to do it? 
4. Review what was read in chapters 4-6.   
5. Have campers return to Camper Journal page 4.  Add to the 

Monster’s next goal and what he did to reach the goal to the Goal 
and Outcome Chart. 

6. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 7 of Camper 
Journals.  Discuss answers 

 

   



   



Day 6  
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Making Inferences 30 minutes 

Guess The Garbage 
Activities  

Chart paper 

markers 

1. Remind campers of the story that they read yesterday relating to 
trash. 

2. Call on campers to review what they read the day before. 
3. Explain the Guess the Garbage Activity.  Campers will work in 

small groups to use what the know and the clues in the Guess The 
Garbage to make inferences about the people whose garbage they 
are analyzing. 

4. Give groups chart paper to write their findings.  Campers should 
divide chart paper by “I Read, I know and So” to record their 
findings. 

5. Have campers present their charts to the class. 
 

There are three different Guess the Garbage Activities you may choose 
to have each group work on a different activity or have all groups work 
on the same to compare the inferences they made. 

Fluency 
Activities 

 

Reading Idol 
- 

Performances! 
- 

Practice the 
Passage 

30 minutes 

Classroom library 
selection 
   
Reading Idol Rubric 
 
Paired Reading Response 
Form 
 
Notebook paper 

 Review the Fluency Lesson from week one 
 Allow campers to practice the passage from Frankenstein. 
 Ask for campers to participate in the Reading Idol Performance in 

front of the class. 
 Have campers vote for the camper they believe read the most 

fluently. 
 If you have time, allow campers to select a new passage from 

Frankenstein of approximately 50-200 words. (If you prefer you 
can assign campers a passage) 

 Once the passage is selected, campers should practice reading it. 
 They should either mumble read (read in a soft, low voice), or 

buddy read (read with a partner, with each camper taking turns 
practicing their passage and getting feedback from the buddy). 

 Distribute Paired Reading Response Form and explain that 
campers can document feedback on this during buddy reading, or 



when a staff member gives feedback to a mumble reader. 
 Remind campers that while they’re practicing and listening to 

buddies, they should keep in mind the Reading Idol Rubric 
categories. 

 As the campers are practicing their readings, walk around the room 
listening to them read and offering suggestions for improving any 
of the areas addressed on the rubric. 

 Encourage campers to write their passages on a piece of notebook 
paper. Writing the passage can help them focus on and remember 
it, and it will allow them to take it home and continue practicing 
outside of camp. 

 Tell campers that the next Reading Idol performance will occur 
next week.  They may have additional time to practice later this 
week.  

Novel 

Frankenstein 
by Mary Shelley 
adapted by Larry 

Weinberg 

30 minutes 

One copy of 
Frankenstein by Mary 
Shelley adapted by Larry 
Weinberg for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Chapters 7-
8. 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Page 8 

 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal for each camper.  
Frankenstein by Mary 
Shelley adapted by Larry 
Weinberg. Page 8. 

Every day use one type of fluency strategy during reading.  You may 
choose from a variety of Choral Reading strategies or partner 
reading. Please see Tim Rasinski’s Professional Guide for 
Fabulously Famous Books, pages 24-32—provided along with your 
classroom library. 
 
1. Read pages 56-62. 
2. Reread pages 58-59.  

 Victor began to create a wife for the Monster.  Where did 
he go to do this? Why? 

3. Reread page 62. 
 The Monster ran away when Victor destroyed his wife.  

What do you think will happen next?  Why? 
4. Read pages 63-67. 

 How did Victor react to Cleval’s death? 
 How had he reacted to the death of his brother? 
 Why was Victor set free from jail? 

5. Have campers return to the Camper Journal on page 4.   
 Did the Monster reach his goal?  Have campers fill in the 

Outcome section on the Goal and Outcome Chart. 
6. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 8 of Camper 

Journals.  Discuss answers 
 



 Day 7  
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Making Inferences 30 minutes 

Good Readers Teaching 
Visual page 63 (copies 
should be made for each 
camper) 

Elmo or overhead 
projector (if available) 

Vis-à-vis markers 

Camper notebook/binder  

Artifacts from previous 
lessons. 

 

1. Remind campers that when readers make inferences while reading 
nonfiction text they are combining what they know with what the 
author tells us in the text. 

2. Review the artifact—inference graphic organizer 
3. Tell the campers you will be reading a nonfiction text and 

completing an inference graphic organizer. 
4. Have class chorally read (Campers all read in unison with the 

teacher) the text “A Homeless Performance Group.”  
5. Ask campers to work in pairs or small groups to complete the 

graphic organizer. Circulate room looking at campers work and 
listening to conversations to clear up any misconceptions.  

6. Teacher will record campers’ responses on the Elmo or overhead.  
(If campers are having difficulty, reread text aloud model by 
highlighting what the author tells us to assist in making an 
inference. 

7. Add to the “Readers Talk Checklist” any questions they asked 
themselves to assist them in making inferences when reading 
today. 

Novel  

Frankenstein 
by Mary Shelley 
adapted by Larry 

Weinberg 

40 minutes 

One copy of 
Frankenstein by Mary 
Shelley adapted by Larry 
Weinberg for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Chapters 9-
10. 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Page 9 

 
 One copy of the Camper 
Journal for each camper. 

1. Read pages 68-73. 
2. Reread page 69. 

a. Victor did not tell Elizabeth about the Monster.  Why did 
he say, “Perhaps I should have”? 

3. Reread pages 72-73.   
a. In your own words, tell what the Monster said to Victor in 

the graveyard? 
4. Read pages 74-77. 

a. The Monster led Victor to the dangerous land of snow and 
ice.  Why did Victor continue to chase him? 

5. Reread page 77.  
a. How does Victor feel about the Monster when he is dying 

at the end of the story? 
6. Have campers complete the Goal and Outcome Chart on page 4 

of the Camper Journal. 



Frankenstein by Mary 
Shelley adapted by Larry 
Weinberg. Page 9. 

7. Did Victor and the Monster reach their final goal? 
8. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 9 of Camper 

Journals.  Discuss answers 
9. Return to the Exchange Question on the title page:  Why do people 

judge others by the way they look?  Have campers respond to the 
question on the last page of their journals. Pair/share/discuss. 

 

Reader’s 
Theater 

Reader’s Theater 
–  

Practice the Play 
20 minute 

Funny Read Aloud Plays: 
Classic Short Stories 
 
Highlighters 
 
notecards 

1. Have campers go to their Reader’s Theater groups. 
2. Ask campers to practice any words they wrote on notecards 

yesterday. 
3. Have campers share notecards with their group members. 
4. Have campers use notecards to challenge each other to learn new 

words.  
5. When all campers have mastered the words, add them to a word 

wall for the play in question. 
 

 

   



Day 8  
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Making Inferences 30 minutes 

Copies for each camper:  
Readers Workout Practice 
Book pages 145-146 

Highlighters 

Elmo (if available) 

Camper notebook/binder  

Artifacts from previous 
lessons. 

 

1. Remind campers that when readers make inferences while reading 
nonfiction text they are combining what they know with what the 
author tells us in the text. 

1. Review the inference graphic organizer/chart.  
2. Explain that they will be practicing finding inferences in nonfiction 

text today. 
3. Have campers work in pair or independently on pages 145-146 of 

the Readers Workout Practice Book.   
4. Circulate the room encouraging campers to highlight the important 

information the author present and how it is presented and give 
campers support if they are having difficulty. 

5. Using the ELMO (if available), record campers’ responses on a 
copy of page 145-146. 

6. If campers are having difficulty, work together to identify what the 
author emphasizes in each paragraph, what they already know and 
then model how to combine the two to make an inference.  

Word 
Ladders Word Ladders 10 minutes 

Handout: Home Sweet 
Home pg. 8 
• Word Ladder 
(you will need to make 
copies for campers if you 
choose to use the Word 
Ladder activities) 

 

5. Note:  the Word Ladder Activities can be very challenging due 
to the clues and the vocabulary associated with the clues.  You 
will need to offer support to campers when campers are 
working on these activities.  Pairing or grouping campers and 
circulating the room when they are working on Word Ladders 
is recommended. 

6. Handout a copy of Home Sweet Home to campers 
7. Have campers work in small groups to complete the word ladder. 
8. If campers are having difficulty with a particular rung on the word 

ladder try to give them other clues to assist them in completing that 
rung.  You could also give them the word and have them try to 
figure the word’s spelling. 

9. Circulate the room to assist campers. 
10. Use the ELMO (if available) to complete the word ladder with the 

class/ review answers. 



Novel Activity Free Choice Novel 
Time/Activity 30 minutes 

Choice of Scholastic 
novel  
 
Complete a book project 
on Frankenstein.  
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator 
 
 

1. Campers may use this 30 time period to create a book project that 
is presented in the Teacher’s Guide for Frankenstein  

2. Campers can choose a book from the library if they finish. 
3. Explain to campers that on the last day of camp, they will have the 

opportunity to have a book talk to discuss the book or present a 
book project of their choice on the book they enjoyed the most this 
summer.  Show them the activities for extend your reading in the 
teacher’s guide for Frankenstein.   

4. Explain that after each novel we read there are similar activities 
that they may choose to complete or they can create their own 
activity. 

Board Games Games 20 minutes 
Various board games 1. Allow campers to play games/ free reading or time to work on 

book projects. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 9  
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title Number of 

Minutes 
 

Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 

Making 
Inferences 

30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide 
Text Book TE/SE pgs. 
370-371 

Camper notebook/binder  

Chart paper 

Art paper 

Artifacts used in previous 
lesson.  

Inference Graphic 
Organizer 

 

1. Write the title “The Storyteller” on chart paper.  Ask campers 
“What do you picture or visualize when you read the title?” 
Record responses. 

2. Ask campers to name the 5 senses.  Explain to the campers 
that today they will be learning how to make inferences in 
poetry.  Often, poets use words that appeal to our senses. 

3. Read aloud the poem “The Storyteller” on page 371.  Define 
the word tackward as against the wind.  Use the footnote to 
define drowse.  

4. Refer back to “Inference Chart” have campers read 
information from chart.  Explain that making inferences in 
poetry is similar, but readers will focus more on how the 
poet’s words make them feel. 

5. Reread the third stanza of the poem.  Ask campers to think 
about what they picture in their minds as they read that 
stanza.  Model for campers what you see and what feelings it 
creates for you.   

6. Divide the class into small groups, have them make a sketch 
of each verse what they visualize when reading the poets 
words. 

7. Use the campers’ sketches to discuss the meaning of each 
verse. 

8. On chart paper or on the Elmo, create a new Inference 
Diagram/Graphic Organizer:  “I Read/I Know/And So” for 
“The Storyteller.” Work together with the class to fill in GO 
to make an inference about the poem. 

Vocabulary 
Activities 

Pearl Harbor is 
Burning 

Vocabulary 
20 minutes 

Vocabulary Map 
Worksheet 

1. Introduce the following words to campers: 
 Gully – a gully is a ditch made from water 
 Stiffly – if you do something stiffly, you are not easily 

bent. 
 Native – if you are a native, you are associated with 

the place where you were born. 
 Panting – if you are panting, you are out of breath. 



 Puckered – if your face is puckered, it is tightly 
gathered into wrinkles. 

 Outcast – if you are an outcast, you are rejected by a 
group of people. 

 Rapport – someone that has a good rapport with 
someone else works well with them. 

 Fright – if you are full of freight, you have a sudden 
strong fear. 

2. Pass out the Vocabulary Map worksheet to campers. 
3. Explain to them that they need to create a map for two 

different words. 
4. Tell campers that they should choose the word that they 

are most unfamiliar with, or they word that they 
understand the least. 

Novel 

Pearl Harbor Is 
Burning by 

Kathleen 
Kudlinski 

40 minutes 

Map or globe  
 
One copy of Pearl 
Harbor Is Burning by 
Kathleen Kudlinski for 
each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators.  
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Page 1-3 

 
 One copy of the Camper 
Journal for each camper.  
Pearl Harbor Is 
Burning by Kathleen 
Kudlinski. Page 2-4. 
 
 

1. Tell campers that today you will begin reading the novel 
Pearl Harbor Is Burning. 

2. Pass out to each camper the Camper Journal for Pearl 
Harbor Is Burning. Have campers put their names and 
today’s date on the front of their journals. 

3. Have campers write their group member names on page 2 of 
their journals. 

4. Build background: 
 Point our Hawaii and Pearl Harbor on a map 
 Use the explanation on page 2 of the Teachers Guide 

to assist in building background 
5. Have campers complete Think What You Know on page 3 

of the Camper Journal. 
6. Have campers look at the cover, title and summary on back 

cover. 
 Ask:  Kenji is a Japanese American.  But it’s the 

Japanese who bomb Pearl Harbor.  How did this make 
some people in Hawaii feels about Japanese 
Americans? 

 Do you think Frank will feel the same way? 
7. Point out The Exchange question on the title page. 

 What makes a good friend? 
 Explain that when they finish reading they will share 

their ideas about this and other questions with the 



group. 
8. Have campers complete the Preview and Predict section on 

page 3 of the Camper Journal. 
Preview the graphic organizer Using a Venn Diagram on 
Camper Journal page 4 with campers.  Have campers 
compare and contrast Frank and Kenji as they read. 

 

   



   



Day 10  
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title Number of 

Minutes 
 

Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 

Making 
Inferences 

30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide 
Teaching Visual page 64 
(copies should be made 
for each camper) 

Readers Workout 
Practice Book pages 147-
148 

Elmo or overhead 
projector (if available) 

Vis-à-vis markers 

Camper notebook/binder  

Artifacts from previous 
lessons. 

 

1. If campers have not completed lesson from yesterday, 
complete lesson. 

2. Refer back to “Inference Chart” ask campers if they can think 
of anything they can add to the chart from what they learned 
yesterday about making inferences in poetry. 

3. Use teaching visual page 64 to help campers practice the skill 
of making inferences in poetry. 

4. Readers Workout Practice Book pages 147-148:  Make 
Inferences About the Poet’s Message.  

5. Bring attention to the vocabulary at the bottom of the poem.  
Explain the often a poet may use unfamiliar words in a poem 
and it is important to preview the words so that it makes the 
poem easier to understand. 

6. Have campers work in pairs or small groups to complete 
pages 147-148. 

7. Circulate the room, watching and listening to campers 
discussions.  If campers are having difficulty connecting to 
their personal experiences ask them “How does the poem 
make you feel?  What does the feeling make you think of? 

8. As a whole group, review and discuss campers responses 
from pages 147-148 

Fluency 
Activities 

Reading Idol 
- 

Practice the 
Passage 

20 minutes 

Pearl Harbor is Burning 
   
Reading Idol Rubric 
 
Paired Reading Response 
Form 
 
Notebook paper 

 Allow campers to select a new passage of approximately 50-
200 word from the new novel, Pearl Harbor is Burning. (If 
you prefer you can assign campers a passage) 

 Once the passage is selected, campers should practice reading 
it. 

 They should either mumble read (read in a soft, low voice), 
or buddy read (read with a partner, with each camper taking 
turns practicing their passage and getting feedback from the 
buddy). 

 Distribute Paired Reading Response Form and explain that 
campers can document feedback on this during buddy 
reading, or when a staff member gives feedback to a mumble 
reader. 



  Remind campers that while they’re practicing and listening 
to buddies, they should keep in mind the Reading Idol Rubric 
categories. 

 As the campers are practicing their readings, walk around the 
room listening to them read and offering suggestions for 
improving any of the areas addressed on the rubric. 

 Encourage campers to write their passages on a piece of 
notebook paper. Writing the passage can help them focus on 
and remember it, and it will allow them to take it home and 
continue practicing outside of camp. 

 Tell campers that the next Reading Idol performance will 
occur next week.  They may have additional time to practice 
later this week.  Have campers practice their passage they 
chose for Reading Idol. 

 Remind them they will be performing their passage next 
week. 

 Have them practice using mumble reading, choral reading 
with a partner and then practicing with their partner. 

 Encourage campers to take the copy home with them they 
wrote on Monday and read their passage with a friend or 
family member.   

 Have several campers volunteer to read their passages to get 
feedback before the actual performance. 

 

Novel 

Pearl Harbor Is 
Burning by 

Kathleen 
Kudlinski 

40 minutes 

One copy of Pearl 
Harbor Is Burning by 
Kathleen Kudlinski for 
each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Chapters 1-
2 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Page 5 

 
 One copy of the Camper 

1. Plan how each group will read and respond to Pearl Harbor 
Is Burning.  The options you choose should be based on the 
campers reading ability.  (See page 4 of the Teachers Guide 
for several options. Whole group, small groups with you 
leading a group and coordinators leading the other 2 groups.) 
 This novel can also be used for practice during fluency 

instruction. 
2. Read pages 7-16. 

 What problem does the story begin with? 
 Why did Frank think that Kenji was not American? 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you 

in figuring out the answer? 
3. Read pages 17-26 



Journal for each camper.  
Pearl Harbor Is 
Burning by Kathleen 
Kudlinski. Page 4-5 

 Why didn’t Weston and Frank become good friends? 
 How can you tell that Frank’s mom did not trust 

people who were not like her? 
4. Review what has happened in the story so far. 
5. Have campers return to the Camper Journal on page 4 Have 

campers start to compare and contrast Frank and Kenji by 
beginning to fill in the Venn Diagram. 

6. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 5 of Camper 
Journals.  Discuss answers. 

 

 

   



   



Day 11 
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Making Inferences 30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide Text 
Book TE/SE pgs. 373 

Readers Workout Practice 
Book pages 153-156 

Camper notebook/binder  

Chart paper 

Artifacts used in previous 
lesson.  

Elmo or overhead projector 
(if available) 

Vis-à-vis markers 

Camper notebook/binder 

1. Quick write:  How do you make inferences? Pair/share 
2. Ask camper to read the news article “Art Brightens North 

Philadelphia” on page 373.  Tell them to focus while they are 
reading on what is the author emphasizing in the article and what 
they already know about the topic. 

3. Discuss the quotes in the margins on page 373.  Ask campers what 
other inferences they can make from the text.  Discuss 

4. Have campers work in small groups or partners to complete the 
Readers Workout Practice Book pages 153-156 

5. Circulate room offering support as needed. 
6. Review answers 

Fluency 
Activities Reader’s Theater 20 minutes 

 Funny Read Aloud Plays: 
Classic Short Stories 
 
Highlighters 
 
notecards  
 
Reader’s Theater Rubric 

6. Have campers go to their Reader’s Theater groups. 
7. Have campers practice in their groups the play they are assigned. 
8. Teacher and CC should give feedback to campers using the 

language from the Reader’s Theater Rubric. 
9. Allow campers time to begin planning what they may need for 

props. 

Novel 
Pearl Harbor Is 

Burning by 
Kathleen Kudlinski 

40 minutes 

One copy of Pearl 
Harbor Is Burning by 
Kathleen Kudlinski for 
each camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Chapter 3 
 
One copy of the Teachers 

Every day use one type of fluency strategy during reading.  You may 
choose from a variety of Choral Reading strategies or partner 
reading. Please see Tim Rasinski’s Professional Guide for 
Fabulously Famous Books, pages 24-32—provided along with your 
classroom library. 

 
1. Read pages 27-31.  



Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Page 5 

 
 One copy of the Camper 
Journal for each camper.  
Pearl Harbor Is Burning 
by Kathleen Kudlinski. 
Pages 4,6 

 Did it seem like Frank and Kenji would be friends?  
 How do you know? 

2. Reread pages 30-31. 
 How can you tell a war was starting> 

3. Read pages 32-39 
4. Reread page 34. 

 What showed you that Frank and Kenji were surprised by 
the bombing? 

 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you in 
figuring out the answer? 

5. Reread page 35. 
 What happened that made Frank and Kenji cheer? 

6. Have campers return to the Camper Journal on page 4 Have 
campers add information to the Venn Diagram that shows how 
Frank and Kenji are alike and different. 

7. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 6 of Camper 
Journals.  Discuss answers 

 

   



Day 12  
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Making Inferences 20 minutes 

Posttest: Making Inferences:  
Assessment Book pg. 25c-
25d 

1. Review artifacts and discuss what campers have learned about 
making inferences. 

2. Administer the posttest from Assessment book:  Making inferences 
pg. 25b  

3. Collect and grade  
4. Allow campers to play games while you grade tests 
5. Bring campers back to large group return posttest and review 

answers. 
6. Campers who had difficulty should be pulled into a small group to 

clear up any misconception. 

Fluency 
Activities 

Reading Idol 
- 

Practice the 
Passage 

20 minutes 

Classroom library 
selection 
 
Reading Idol Rubric 
 
Paired Reading Response 
Form 
 
Notebook paper 

notecards 
 

 

1. Campers should practice reading the passage they selected last 
week. 

2. They should either mumble read (read in a soft, low voice), or 
buddy read (read with a partner, with each camper taking turns 
practicing their passage and getting feedback from the buddy). 

3. Distribute Paired Reading Response Form and explain that 
campers can document feedback on this during buddy reading, or 
when a staff member gives feedback to a mumble reader. 

4. Remind campers that while they’re practicing and listening to 
buddies, they should keep in mind the Reading Idol Rubric 
categories. 

5. As the campers are practicing their readings, walk around the room 
listening to them read and offering suggestions for improving any 
of the areas addressed on the rubric. 

6. Encourage campers to write their passages on a piece of notebook 
paper. Writing the passage can help them focus on and remember 
it, and it will allow them to take it home and continue practicing 
outside of camp. 

7. Tell campers that the next Reading Idol performance will occur on 
Friday.  They may have additional time to practice later this week. 



Novel 
Pearl Harbor Is 

Burning by 
Kathleen Kudlinski 

40 minutes 

One copy of Pearl 
Harbor Is Burning by 
Kathleen Kudlinski for 
each camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Chapter 4 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Page 6 

 
 One copy of the Camper 
Journal for each camper.  
Pearl Harbor Is Burning 
by Kathleen Kudlinski. 
Page 4,7 

1. Read pages 40-50. 
 The school was open to hold emergency meetings.  Why 

did Kenji not want to help at the school at first? 
2. Reread page 49. 

 What did Frank wish his mother would understand? 
3. Review what the chapter was about.  Have campers return to the 

Camper Journal on page 4 Have campers add information to the 
Venn Diagram that shows how Frank and Kenji are alike and 
different. 

4. Review what the chapter was about.  Have campers return to the 
Camper Journal on page 4 Have campers add information to the 
Venn Diagram that shows how Frank and Kenji are alike and 
different. 

5. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 6 of Camper 
Journals.  Discuss answers 

 
 

Word 
Ladders 

Word Ladders 
 10 minutes 

Handout: In the Doghouse 
pg. 9 Word Ladder 
(you will need to make 
copies for campers if you 
choose to use the Word 
Ladder activities) 

 

Note:  the Word Ladder Activities can be very challenging due 
to the clues and the vocabulary associated with the clues.  You 
will need to offer support to campers when campers are 
working on these activities.  Pairing or grouping campers and 
circulating the room when they are working on Word Ladders 
is recommended. 

11. Handout a copy of In the Doghouse to campers 
12. Have campers work in small groups to complete the word ladder. 
13. If campers are having difficulty with a particular rung on the word 

ladder try to give them other clues to assist them in completing that 
rung.  You could also give them the word and have them try to 
figure the word’s spelling. 

14. Circulate the room to assist campers. 
15. Use the ELMO (if available) to complete the word ladder with the 

class/ review answers. 
 

   



Day 13  
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

QuickWrite QuickWrite 10 minutes 
Paper 

 

1. Quick write:  What was your favorite activity from this past week? 
Least favorite? Why? 

2. Pair/share/discuss as a group 
 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Inference 20 minutes 

Paper 1. Give each student a piece of lined paper. 
2. Inform them that they are going to write you a letter that makes an 

inference about what is going to happen in the rest of the novel. 
Remind students that they should explain what I read, what I 
know, and so…. Students should make at least two inferences in 
the letter to you. 

 Use the chalkboard, whiteboard, or ELMO to review 
how to head a letter 

3. This may be a valuable time to review what they students already 
know about the book so far. 

Novel 
Pearl Harbor Is 

Burning by 
Kathleen Kudlinski 

40 minutes 

One copy of Pearl 
Harbor Is Burning by 
Kathleen Kudlinski for 
each camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Chapter 5 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Page 6 

 
 One copy of the Camper 
Journal for each camper.  
Pearl Harbor Is Burning 
by Kathleen Kudlinski. 
Page 4, 8 

1. Read pages 51-57. 
 Frank was surprised that the Imotos didn’t wear shoes in 

the house like his family.  What else is different from his 
home? 

 Why do you think Frank’s mother was relieved she couldn’t 
stay at the Imotos’ house for tea? 

2.  Read pages 58-63. 
 Frank said that dinner was “loud and friendly” and “strange 

and delicious.”  What does this show about Frank? 
3. Reread page 62. 

 Why did Mr. Imoto say “no more talking in Japanese” and 
“no more Japanese flags”? 

4. Have campers return to the Camper Journal on page 4 Have 
campers add information to the Venn Diagram that shows how 
Frank and Kenji are alike and different. 

5. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 6 of Camper 
Journals.  Discuss answers 

 



Board Games Games 20 minutes 
Various board games 2. Allow campers to play games/ free reading or time to work on 

book projects. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 14  
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 

Prefixes and 
suffixes 

30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide Text 
Book TE/SE pgs. 110 

Chart paper 

Tennis ball, bean bag etc. 

Camper notebook/binder  

Elmo or overhead projector 
(if available) 

Vis-à-vis markers 

1. Quick write:  What is a prefix? Pair/share 
2. Chart campers responses, title the chart “Prefixes” 
3. Ask volunteers for examples of prefixes,  chart  (if they do not 

come up with un-, dis- re- and in- give them examples of words 
that use these prefixes to add to chart.) 

4. Explain to campers that the prefixes un-, in-, re-, and dis- are the 
most common prefixes.  These four prefixes show up in 58% of all 
the words with prefixes. 

5. Create a T chart. List on one side base words listed in the TE on 
page 110.  Have campers add the most common prefixes to the 
word to change their meanings. 

6. Talk about how the meaning of the word changes when you add the 
prefix. 

7. Have campers tell what each prefix means dis-: opposite, in-: not, 
un-: not; re-:again or back.  Chart the responses on chart 
“Prefixes” 

8. Read with campers Using Prefix Clues on page 110.  Model on the 
board how to use the strategy with the word rebuild. 

9. Refer back to the T chart.  Have campers practice using the 
strategy with the words on the chart. 

10. Have campers form a circle in the class.  Using a tennis ball, call 
out a prefix, throw the ball to a camper, the camper will tell what 
the prefix means, the camper will then call out a prefix and throw 
to another camper.  Continue until campers are secure in the 
meaning of the most common prefixes. 

Word 
Ladders Word Ladders 10 minutes 

Handout: All Wet pg. 11 
• Word Ladder 
(you will need to make 
copies for campers if you 
choose to use the Word 
Ladder activities) 

 

16. Note:  the Word Ladder Activities can be very challenging due 
to the clues and the vocabulary associated with the clues.  You 
will need to offer support to campers when campers are 
working on these activities.  Pairing or grouping campers and 
circulating the room when they are working on Word Ladders 
is recommended. 

17. Handout a copy of All Wet to campers 
18. Have campers work in small groups to complete the word ladder. 



19. If campers are having difficulty with a particular rung on the word 
ladder try to give them other clues to assist them in completing that 
rung.  You could also give them the word and have them try to 
figure the word’s spelling. 

20. Circulate the room to assist campers. 
21. Use the ELMO (if available) to complete the word ladder with the 

class/ review answers. 

Novel  
Pearl Harbor Is 

Burning by 
Kathleen Kudlinski 

40 minutes 

One copy of Pearl 
Harbor Is Burning by 
Kathleen Kudlinski for 
each camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Chapter 5 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Page 6 

 
 One copy of the Camper 
Journal for each camper.  
Pearl Harbor Is Burning 
by Kathleen Kudlinski. 
Page 4, 8 

6. Read pages 51-57. 
 Frank was surprised that the Imotos didn’t wear shoes in 

the house like his family.  What else is different from his 
home? 

 Why do you think Frank’s mother was relieved she couldn’t 
stay at the Imotos’ house for tea? 

7.  Read pages 58-63. 
 Frank said that dinner was “loud and friendly” and “strange 

and delicious.”  What does this show about Frank? 
8. Reread page 62. 

 Why did Mr. Imoto say “no more talking in Japanese” and 
“no more Japanese flags”? 

9. Have campers return to the Camper Journal on page 4 Have 
campers add information to the Venn Diagram that shows how 
Frank and Kenji are alike and different. 

10. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 6 of Camper 
Journals.  Discuss answers 

 
 

   



Day 15 
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 

Prefixes and 
suffixes 

30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide Text 
Book TE/SE pgs. 111, 116 

Good Reader’s Guide 
Teaching Visual page 10 
(copies should be made for 
each camper)  

Good Reader’s Guide 
Workout  Practice Book 
page 10 

Elmo or overhead projector 
(if available) 

Vis-à-vis markers 

Camper notebook/binder  

Artifacts from previous 
lessons. 

 

 

 

 

1. If the following prefixes were not listed on the Prefix chart, add the 
prefixes pre- and anti-.  Ask campers if they know what the 
prefixes mean.  If they are able to give the meaning, write it next to 
the prefix on the chart. (If they do not know, have them refer to 
page 116 and find the meaning of the word.) 

2. Point out the highlighted words in the essay “Following the 
Crowd” on page 111.  Ask campers to predict what the words mean 
based on the strategy that they learned yesterday. 

3. Read aloud the essay as campers follow along. 
4. Model how to use the strategy with the first highlighted word 

preview. 
5. Ask for volunteers to try to predict the meaning of the other 

highlighted words using the same strategy. 
6. Give copies of Teaching Visual page 10. 
7. Point out the highlighted words.  Ask campers which word has a 

prefix that isn’t on chart?  im- add it to the Prefix chart -.  Ask 
campers if they know what the prefix mean.  If they are able to 
give the meaning, write it next to the prefix on the chart. (If they do 
not know, have them refer to page 116 and find the meaning of the 
word.) 

8. Read or have a camper volunteer to read the passage “One Down, 
Six to Go.” 

9. Have campers work in pairs to complete the chart on the bottom of 
Teaching Visual page 10.   

10. Review the answers using the ELMO (if available). 
11. Have campers work on page 10 in the Good Reader’s Guide 

Workout Practice Book page 10 
12. Circulate room addressing any possible misconceptions. 

 



Readers 
Theater 

Reader’s Theater 
- 

Practice the Play 
20 minutes 

Funny Read Aloud Plays: 
Classic Short Stories 
 
Highlighters 
 
notecards  
 
Reader’s Theater Rubric 

10. Have campers go to their Reader’s Theater groups. 
11. Have campers practice in their groups the play they are assigned. 
12. Teacher and CC should give feedback to campers using the 

language from the Reader’s Theater Rubric. 
13. Allow campers time to begin designing what they may need for 

props. 

Novel 
Pearl Harbor Is 

Burning by 
Kathleen Kudlinski 

40 minutes 

One copy of Pearl 
Harbor Is Burning by 
Kathleen Kudlinski for 
each camper, teacher and 
camp coordinators. 
Chapter 6 and About This 
Book. 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Pages 7-8 

 
 One copy of the Camper 
Journal for each camper.  
Pearl Harbor Is Burning 
by Kathleen Kudlinski. 
Page 9. 

1.  Read pages 64-72. 
 Frank and Kenji went outside to see the blackout.  Why was 

this so dangerous? 
2. Reread page 72. 

 How does Frank feel about Kenji? 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you in 

figuring out the answer? 
3. Read pages 73-76. 

 Did the author feel her book was realistic?  Why or why 
not? 

 What happened to many Japanese Americans after the 
bombings of Pearl Harbor? 

4. Have campers return to the Camper Journal on page 4 Have 
campers complete the Venn Diagram. 

5. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 7 of Camper 
Journals.  Discuss answers 

6. Return to the Exchange Question on the title page:  What makes a 
good friend?  Pair/share/discuss. (refer to page 8 of the Teachers 
Guide for additional questions you can ask to assist campers in 
discussing the big question. 

 

   



Day  16  
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 

Prefixes and 
suffixes 

30 minutes 

Guide Good Reader’s 
Guide Text Book TE/SE 
pgs. 111, 118 

 
 

Elmo or overhead 
projector (if available) 

 

Vis-à-vis markers 

 

Camper notebook/binder  

 

Artifacts from previous 
lessons. 

 

 

1. Quick write:  What is a suffix? Pair/share 
2. Chart campers responses, title the chart “Suffixes” 
3. Read the top of page 112 as campers follow along.   
4. Add to the “Suffixes Chart” that a suffix changes both a words 

meaning and its part of speech. 
5. Recreate the chart on the ELMO or on the board from the TE pg. 

112 to show campers how suffixes change a word’s part of speech. 
6. Read the section on page 112 “Using Prefix and Suffix Clues” 
7. Work through the steps with campers.  
8. Have volunteers explain the steps in their own words and prompt 

them to explain how to make sure the meaning makes sense. 
9. Review the common suffixes on page 118 focusing on –ly, -y, -less 

and –able 
10. Read each highlighted word.  Ask campers “How do the suffixes 

change the word’s meaning and its part of speech. 
11. Read aloud the story model how to predict the meaning of the word 

incomparable using word parts 
12. Have campers create a chart similar to the one you created from 

page 112 using the highlighted words.  
13. Offer support as needed 

Fluency 
Activities 

Reading Idol 

- 

Performances! 
Practice the 

Passage 

30 minutes 

Classroom library 
selection 
   
Reading Idol 
Rubric 
 
Paired Reading 
Response Form 

 Review the Fluency Lesson from week one 
 Allow campers to practice the passage from Frankenstein. 
 Ask for campers to participate in the Reading Idol Performance in 

front of the class. 
 Have campers vote for the camper they believe read the most 

fluently. 



 
Notebook paper 

 If you have time, allow campers to select a new passage from 
Frankenstein of approximately 50-200 words. (If you prefer you 
can assign campers a passage) 

 Once the passage is selected, campers should practice reading it. 
 They should either mumble read (read in a soft, low voice), or 

buddy read (read with a partner, with each camper taking turns 
practicing their passage and getting feedback from the buddy). 

 Distribute Paired Reading Response Form and explain that 
campers can document feedback on this during buddy reading, or 
when a staff member gives feedback to a mumble reader. 

 Remind campers that while they’re practicing and listening to 
buddies, they should keep in mind the Reading Idol Rubric 
categories. 

 As the campers are practicing their readings, walk around the room 
listening to them read and offering suggestions for improving any 
of the areas addressed on the rubric. 

 Encourage campers to write their passages on a piece of notebook 
paper. Writing the passage can help them focus on and remember 
it, and it will allow them to take it home and continue practicing 
outside of camp. 

 Tell campers that the next Reading Idol performance will occur 
next week.  They may have additional time to practice later this 
week.  

Novel Activity 
 

Free Choice Novel 
Time/Activity 30 minutes 

Choice of Scholastic 
novel  
 
Complete a book project 
on Pearl Harbor is 
Burning.  
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator 
 
 

5. Campers may use this 30 time period to create a book project that 
is presented in the Teacher’s Guide for Pearl Harbor is Burning  

6. Campers can choose a book from the library if they finish. 
7. Explain to campers that on the last day of camp, they will have the 

opportunity to have a book talk to discuss the book or present a 
book project of their choice on the book they enjoyed the most this 
summer.  Show them the activities for extend your reading in the 
teacher’s guide for Pearl Harbor is Burning.   

8. Explain that after each novel we read there are similar activities 
that they may choose to complete or they can create their own 
activity. 



Day  17  
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 

Prefixes and 
suffixes 

30 minutes 

Guide Good Reader’s 
Guide Text Book TE/SE 
pg. 118 

Good Reader’s Guide 
Teaching Visual page 11 
(copies should be made 
for each camper)  

Good Reader’s Guide 
Workout  Practice Book 
page 11-12 

Elmo or overhead 
projector (if available) 

Vis-à-vis markers 

Camper notebook/binder  

Artifacts from previous 
lessons. 

1. Give copies of Teaching Visual page 11. 
2. Point out the highlighted words.  Ask campers which word has a 

suffix that isn’t on chart?  -ment, add it to the Suffix chart -.  Ask 
campers if they know what the suffix means.  If they are able to 
give the meaning, write it next to the suffix on the chart. (If they do 
not know, have them refer to page 118 and find the meaning of the 
word.) 

3. Read or have a camper volunteer to read the passage “Road Trip.” 
4. Have campers work in pairs to complete the chart on the bottom of 

Teaching Visual page 11.   
5. Review the answers using the ELMO (if available). 
6. Have campers work together or independently on pages 11-12 in 

the Good Reader’s Guide Workout Practice Book 
7. Circulate room addressing any possible misconceptions 

Vocabulary 
Activities 

Can You Feel the 
Thunder 

Vocabulary 
20 minutes 

Vocabulary Association 
Worksheet 

1. Introduce the following words to campers: 
 Clomping – if you are clomping, you are walking heavily. 
 Abruptly – something that is done abruptly is done quickly. 
 Reverberated – if something reverberated, it echoed. 
 Dissecting – someone that is dissecting something is cutting 

it up. 
 Meddling – if you are meddling in someone’s business, you 

are concerned with something that you shouldn’t be 
concerned with. 



 Immaculate – something can be described as immaculate if 
it is perfectly clean from mistakes. 

 Careened – something that careened turned on its side or 
tipped over. 

 Quiver – if you quiver, you shake or tremble. 
2. Next, pass out the Vocabulary Association worksheet. 
3. Explain to campers that they need to list four things that are 

associated with the word (on top), and four things that are not 
associated with the word (on the bottom). 

4. You may wish to use a word as an example. 
 Clomping: 

 Things that clomp (yes) – an angry student, a horse, 
someone that has mud on their shoes, etc. 

 Things that don’t clomp (no) – a ballerina, a sneaky 
brother or sister, etc. 

Novel 
Can You Feel the 
Thunder by Lynn 

McElfresh 
40 minutes 

One copy of Can You 
Feel the Thunder by 
Lynn McElfresh for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Pages 5-14. 
Chapters 1-2 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Pages 1-4 

 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Can You Feel the 
Thunder by Lynn 
McElfresh for each 
camper.  Pages 1-4 

 
 

Every day use one type of fluency strategy during reading.  You may 
choose from a variety of Choral Reading strategies or partner 
reading. Please see Tim Rasinski’s Professional Guide for 
Fabulously Famous Books, pages 24-32—provided along with your 
classroom library. 
 
1. Tell campers that today you will begin reading Can You Feel the 

Thunder by Lynn McElfresh.   
2. Pass out to each camper the Camper Journal for Can You Feel the 

Thunder by Lynn McElfresh Have campers put their names and 
todays date on the front of their journals. 

3. Have campers write their group member names on page 2 of their 
journals. 

4. Build Background for the novel 
 Quick write:  What is peer pressure? 
 Think/pair/share/chart  
 Try to get campers to understand that peer pressure can be 

both positive and negative.  On chart have camper list 
examples of both. 

5. Have campers complete Think What You Know on page 3 of the 
Camper Journal. 

6. Have campers look at the cover, title and summary on back cover. 
 Ask:  How do Mic and his siter feel about each other?  Will 



Mic’s peers cause him to think differently? How? 
7. Point out The Exchange question on the title page. 

 When should you listen to yourself instead of friends? 
 Explain that when they finish reading they will share their 

ideas about this and other questions with the group. 
8. Have campers complete the Preview and Predict section on page 

3 of the Camper Journal. 
9. Preview the graphic organizer Use a Character Chart.  Explain to 

campers that as they read, they will complete the chart to show 
how Mic learned to listen to himself and what it shows about Mic 
as a character. 

10. Read chapters 1-2, pages 5-10.   
 Who is telling the story? 
 How do you know? 

11. Reread page 9. 
 What tells you that Vern had self-confidence? 

12. Read pages 11-14 
 Tell about a time you met someone that was different?  Did 

you want to be friends with that person?  Why or why not?  
 

 

   



   



 Day 18  
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Prefix & Suffix 30 minutes 

Chalkboard, whiteboard, 
or ELMO 

Prefix and Suffix Charts 

4. Divide campers into two single file rows facing the chalkboard, 
whiteboard, or ELMO. 

5. Tell campers that you are going to place a root word on the board. 
Once they believe they can make a new word using either a suffix, 
or a prefix, the first person in line should immediately raise their 
hands. 

o Common root words include: aqua, arch, bio, chron, 
circum, dict, duc, fact, frac, geo, gram, graph, ject, luc, 
mani, med, min, mort, nat, path, phil, phon, photo, port, 
scope, scrip, spec, tact, trans, ven 

6. Complete as many rounds as possible. 
7. Next, explain to campers that they must now use a prefix AND a 

suffix to create a new word. 
8. Complete as many rounds as possible. 

Novel 
Can You Feel the 
Thunder by Lynn 

McElfresh 
40 minutes 

One copy of Can You 
Feel the Thunder by 
Lynn McElfresh for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Pages 15-39. 
Chapters 3-7. 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Pages 5-6 

 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Can You Feel the 
Thunder by Lynn 
McElfresh for each 
camper.  Pages 4-5 

 
 

1. Read pages 15-19 
 Mic hated math and where his locked was located.  Why? 

2. Reread pages 11-14 
 What did Vern assume about Mic? 
 What did Mic assume about Vern? 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you in 

figuring out the answer? 
3. Read pages 20-25 

 Why did Mic jump between Vern and Stephanie? 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you in 

figuring out the answer? 
4. Read pages 26-28 

 What shows you that Mic was embarrassed about his sister? 
5. Review what we have read so far about Mic.  Ask campers to 



return to page 4 of their Camper Journals and fill in the first row 
of the Character Chart on page 4. 

6. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 5 of Camper 
Journals.  Discuss answers 

7. Read pages 29-39 
 How did Mic feel about Stephanie when they were 

younger? 
 How does he feel about it now? 

8. Reread page 38 
 What is a pink slip? 
 How did it affect Mic? 

Board Games Games 20 minutes 

Various board games 3. Allow campers to play games/ free reading or time to work on 
book projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 19  
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Idioms 30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide 
Text Book TE/SE pg. 
126-127  

Elmo or overhead 
projector (if available) 

Vis-à-vis markers 

Camper notebook/binder  

 

 

 

  

1. Quick write:  Have you ever been down in the dumps?  Explain 
2. Pair/share/ share out 
3. Explain that that expression is an example of an idiom. 
4. Make a three column chart, label the columns:   Idiom/literal 

meaning/idiom meaning 
5. Write the following idioms on chart  

 Hit the books 
 Bent out of shape 
 Piece of cake 

6. Ask: What is the literal meaning?  Chart responses  
7. Ask:  What does the idiom actually mean? Chart responses 
8. Read page 126 with the campers; work through the steps “How to 

Figure Out Idioms.”  
9. Write the following sentences on the board; have partner work 

together to figure out the meaning; discuss campers’ findings. 
 I am all thumbs when it comes to sewing. 
 We had better make tracks or the stores will close.  

10.  Point out the highlighted idioms in the text on page 127.   
11. Read aloud the story “There! Up in the Sky!”  
12. Have a class discussion about what each idiom means and the clues 

that assisted in determining meaning. 

Fluency 
Activities 

Reading Idol 
- 

Practice the 
Passage 

20 minutes 

Can You Feel the Thunder 
   
Reading Idol Rubric 
 
Paired Reading Response 
Form 
 
Notebook paper 

 Allow campers to select a new passage of approximately 50-200 
word from the new novel, Can You Feel the Thunder. (If you 
prefer you can assign campers a passage) 

 Once the passage is selected, campers should practice reading it. 
 They should either mumble read (read in a soft, low voice), or 

buddy read (read with a partner, with each camper taking turns 
practicing their passage and getting feedback from the buddy). 

 Distribute Paired Reading Response Form and explain that 
campers can document feedback on this during buddy reading, or 
when a staff member gives feedback to a mumble reader. 

  Remind campers that while they’re practicing and listening to 



buddies, they should keep in mind the Reading Idol Rubric 
categories. 

 As the campers are practicing their readings, walk around the room 
listening to them read and offering suggestions for improving any 
of the areas addressed on the rubric. 

 Encourage campers to write their passages on a piece of notebook 
paper. Writing the passage can help them focus on and remember 
it, and it will allow them to take it home and continue practicing 
outside of camp. 

 Tell campers that the next Reading Idol performance will occur 
next week.  They may have additional time to practice later this 
week.  Have campers practice their passage they chose for Reading 
Idol. 

 Remind them they will be performing their passage next week. 
 Have them practice using mumble reading, choral reading with a 

partner and then practicing with their partner. 
 Encourage campers to take the copy home with them they wrote on 

Monday and read their passage with a friend or family member.   
 Have several campers volunteer to read their passages to get 

feedback before the actual performance. 
 

Novel 
 

Can You Feel the 
Thunder by Lynn 

McElfresh 
40 minutes 

One copy of Can You 
Feel the Thunder by 
Lynn McElfresh for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Pages 40-76. 
Chapters 8-12. 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Pages 6-7 

 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Can You Feel the 
Thunder by Lynn 
McElfresh for each 
camper.  Pages 4,6,7 

1. Read pages 40-46 
 Why did Stephanie yell during church? 
 Do you thin Mic was helpful at church? 
 Why or why not? 

2. Read pages 47-55 
 What was Julia like? 
 What was Freemont like? 
 Why do you think Mic liked Freemont better? 
 Compare what Julia and Freemont said about Stephanie? 

3. Have campers return to page 4 and add details about Mic to the 
Character Chart in their camper journals. 

4. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 6 of Camper 
Journals.  Discuss answers 

5. Read pages 56-63 
 Vern asked Mic to play baseball.  Why did this surprise 

Mic? 



 
 

 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you in 

figuring out the answer? 
 What was Mic’s visit like to Vern’s house? 
 How was the family different from what Mic thought? 

6. Read pages 64-65 
 Mic was amazed when he saw Vern’s room.  Describe what 

he saw. 
7. Read pages 66-68 

 How did Mic’s opinion of Vern change after they played 
baseball? 

8. Read pages 69-76 
 Why was Mic happy to clean up? 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you in 

figuring out the answer? 
9. Reread pages 75-76 

 What hints tell you that Stephanie will be going away to 
school? 

10.  Have campers return to page 4 and add details about Mic to the 
Character Chart in their camper journals. 

11. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 7 of Camper 
Journals.  Discuss answers 

 
 

  



  



Day 20 
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Idioms 30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide 
Teaching Visual page 14 
(copies should be made 
for each camper)  

Good Reader’s Guide 
Workout  Practice Book 
page 17-18 

Idiom activity sheet 

Elmo or overhead 
projector (if available) 

Vis-à-vis markers 

Camper notebook/binder  

 

1. Use teaching visual page 14 to assist campers to use context clues 
to figure out each highlighted idiom. 

2. Have campers work in small groups or pairs to complete the Good 
Reader’s Guide Workout Practice Book page 17-18. 

3. Circulate the room, offering assistance to any campers who are 
struggling with using context clues to figure out the meaning. 

4. Review campers’ answers.   
5. If answers do not make sense, go back over the selection and assist 

campers in going back to the text to find clues to help them figure 
out the correct answers. 

6.  Have campers complete the Idiom Activity Sheet:  they will chose 
an idiom, write the idiom, define the idiom, write it in a meaningful 
sentence and illustrate the idiom.  

Readers 
Theater 

Reader’s Theater 
- 

Practice the Play 
20 minutes 

Funny Read Aloud Plays: 
Classic Short Stories 
 
Highlighters 
 
notecards  
 
Reader’s Theater Rubric 

14. Have campers go to their Reader’s Theater groups. 
15. Have campers practice in their groups the play they are assigned. 
16. Teacher and CC should give feedback to campers using the 

language from the Reader’s Theater Rubric. 
17. Allow campers time to continue designing what they may need for 

props. 
18. Tell them they need to be ready to perform next Thursday! 

Novel 
Can You Feel the 
Thunder by Lynn 

McElfresh 
40 minutes 

One copy of Can You 
Feel the Thunder by 
Lynn McElfresh for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Pages 77-

1. Read pages 77-85 
 How can you tell Mic was starting to change his mind about 

Vern? 
2. Read pages 86-87 

 Mic began to tell Stolks and Freemont he went to Vern’s 



118. Chapters 13-16. 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Page 8 

 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Can You Feel the 
Thunder by Lynn 
McElfresh for each 
camper. Pages 4, 8-9 

 
 

house.  What caused him to stop? 
3. Read pages 88-98 

 Mic asked Vern for help with his fractions?  Why? 
 Vern was confused and then laughed when Mic asked him 

for help.  Why? 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you in 

figuring out the answer 
12.  Have campers return to page 4 and add details about Mic to the 

Character Chart in their camper journals. 
13. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 8 of Camper 

Journals.  Discuss answers 
14. Read pages 99-106 

 Why did Mic’s mom cry and get angry with him when he 
came home? 

 What did Mic’s dad do when Mic asked him for help with 
his homework? 

 What does this show about him? 
15. Read pages 107-111 

 Vern told Mic he had dyscalculia.  What is dyscalculia and 
how did I affect Vern? 

16. Read pages 112-118.  
 Compare how Mic acted with Freemont to how he acted 

with Vern.  (pages 109-112) 
17. Have campers return to page 4 and add details about Mic to the 

Character Chart in their camper journals. 
18. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 9 of Camper 

Journals.  Discuss answers. 

 

  



Day  21 
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 

Similes and 
metaphors 

30 minutes 

Guide Good Reader’s 
Guide Text Book TE/SE 
pg. 132-133 

Chart paper 

Elmo or overhead 
projector (if available) 

Vis-à-vis markers 

Camper notebook/binder  

 

 

 

1. Quick write:  What do you know about similes?  Can you give an 
example of a simile? 

2. Pair/share/chart:  Label the Chart “Similes” 
3. Read top of page 132 Similes with the campers.  Add any 

additional  information to the similes chart as necessary 
4. Ask campers to name two things and come up with a simile to 

compare them.  Add to the chart 
5. Read the section “Identifying Similes” have campers examine the 

chart looking for the words that connect the things being compared. 
(like and as) 

6. Have campers study the pictures on the bottom of pages 132-133.  
Have campers work together to compare the stones to other things 
that are powerful or heavy.  Write responses on Simile chart. 

7. Read aloud the nonfiction article “The Mysteries of Stonehenge”  
8. Add the similes from the story to the simile chart 
9. Discuss what two things are being compared in each simile 
10. Challenge campers to look for similes while reading during their 

novel readings and during their fluency reading and add to the 
simile chart. 

Word 
Ladders 

Word Ladders 
 10 minutes 

Handout: All Wet pg. 11 
• Word Ladder 
(you will need to make 
copies for campers if you 
choose to use the Word 
Ladder activities) 

 

22. Note:  the Word Ladder Activities can be very challenging due 
to the clues and the vocabulary associated with the clues.  You 
will need to offer support to campers when campers are 
working on these activities.  Pairing or grouping campers and 
circulating the room when they are working on Word Ladders 
is recommended. 

23. Handout a copy of All Wet to campers 
24. Have campers work in small groups to complete the word ladder. 
25. If campers are having difficulty with a particular rung on the word 

ladder try to give them other clues to assist them in completing that 
rung.  You could also give them the word and have them try to 
figure the word’s spelling. 

26. Circulate the room to assist campers. 
27. Use the ELMO (if available) to complete the word ladder with the 



class/ review answers. 

Fluency 
Activities 

Reading Idol 
- 

Practice the 
Passage 

20 minutes 

Classroom library 
selection 
 
Reading Idol Rubric 
 
Paired Reading Response 
Form 
 
Notebook paper 

notecards 
 

 

1. Campers should continue practice reading the passage they 
selected. 

2. They should either mumble read (read in a soft, low voice), or 
buddy read (read with a partner, with each camper taking turns 
practicing their passage and getting feedback from the buddy). 

3. Distribute Paired Reading Response Form and explain that 
campers can document feedback on this during buddy reading, or 
when a staff member gives feedback to a mumble reader. 

4.  Remind campers that while they’re practicing and listening to 
buddies, they should keep in mind the Reading Idol Rubric 
categories. 

5. As the campers are practicing their readings, walk around the room 
listening to them read and offering suggestions for improving any 
of the areas addressed on the rubric. 

6. Encourage campers to write their passages on a piece of notebook 
paper. Writing the passage can help them focus on and remember 
it, and it will allow them to take it home and continue practicing 
outside of camp. 

7. Remind campers that the next Reading Idol performance will occur 
next Friday. 

8. They may have additional time to practice on later in the week. 

Novel 
Can You Feel the 
Thunder by Lynn 

McElfresh 
30 minutes 

One copy of Can You 
Feel the Thunder by 
Lynn McElfresh for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Chapters 17-
20. Pages 119-150. 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Page 9 

 

1. Read pages 119-124 
 Why did Mic suddenly say he wanted to eat homemade 

cinnamon rolls? 
 Mic’s dad thought it was a bad idea to get a seeing eye dog.  

Why? 
2.  Read pages 125-134 

 Why did Mic let Freemont put the wrong labels on 
Stephanie’s drinks? 

 Why did Stephanie pour milk on Mic? 
3.  Read pages 135-136 

 What tells you that glorioso probably means something 
good? 



One copy of the Camper 
Journal Can You Feel the 
Thunder by Lynn 
McElfresh for each 
camper.  Page 10 
 
Handout: 3 circle Venn 
diagram 

 
 

4.  Read pages 137-141 
 Vern’s sister called Mic a geek.  How was she like Mic? 

5.  Read pages 142-146 
 Why did Mic feel guilty? 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you in 

figuring out the answer? 
6. Read pages 147-150 

 Compare how Gramps treated Stephanie, Ricky and Mic. 
 Have campers complete a Venn diagram 

7. Have campers return to page 4 and add details about Mic to the 
Character Chart in their camper journals. 

8. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 10 of Camper 
Journals.  Discuss answers 

 
 

  



  



Day 22 
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 

Similes and 
metaphors 

30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide 
Teaching Visual page 15 
(copies should be made 
for each camper)  

Guide Good Reader’s 
Guide Text Book TE/SE 
pg. 134 

Chart paper 

Artifacts from previous 
lesson 

Elmo or overhead 
projector (if available) 

Vis-à-vis markers 

Camper notebook/binder  

 

1.  Review Simile Chart from yesterday.  Ask campers if they were 
able to find any other examples of similes in their readings.  Add 
any similes and talk about what is being compared. 

2. Work with the campers to complete Teaching Visual page 15.  
Read or have a volunteer read aloud the passage. 

3. Have campers work in pairs to complete the chart at the bottom of 
page 15. 

4. Review answers. 
5. Quick write:  What do you know about metaphors?  Can you give 

an example of a metaphor? 
6. Pair/share/chart:  Label the Chart “Metaphors” 
7. Read top of page 134 Metaphors with the campers.  Add any 

additional  information to the Metaphors chart as necessary 
8. Write the following sentences on the board  

 “Maria is an eagle on the tennis court.”   
  “Maria is a good tennis player.”   

9. Ask campers which sentence is an example of a metaphor. Add the 
metaphor to the Metaphor chart. 

10. Have a discussion on which sentence is more vivid and why. 
11. Write the following sentences on the board or ELMO (if available),  

 “Finding his room a mess, Joe became very angry.”  
  “Finding his room a mess, Joe became a fire-breathing 

dragon.” 
 “Her eyes were bright green.” 
 “Her eyes were sparkling green diamonds.” 

12.  Ask campers which sentence is an example of a metaphor. Add the 
metaphor to the Metaphor Chart. 

13. Have a discussion on which sentences are more vivid and why. 
14. Read the section “Identifying Metaphors” have campers examine 

the chart.  
15. Ask campers:  How are metaphors and similes alike?  How are they 

different?  Add any necessary information to the Metaphor and 



Similes charts. 
16. Explain that metaphors often use the words:  was, were, is or are.  

Add this to the Metaphor Chart. 
 

Novel 
Can You Feel the 
Thunder by Lynn 

McElfresh 
40 minutes 

One copy of Can You 
Feel the Thunder by 
Lynn McElfresh for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Chapters 21-
24. Pages 151-173 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Page 10 

 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Can You Feel the 
Thunder by Lynn 
McElfresh for each 
camper.  Page 11 

 
 

Every day use one type of fluency strategy during reading.  You may 
choose from a variety of Choral Reading strategies or partner 
reading. Please see Tim Rasinski’s Professional Guide for 
Fabulously Famous Books, pages 24-32—provided along with your 
classroom library. 
 
1. Read pages 151-155 

 Stephanie knew Mic was worried and helped him with 
fractions.  How did she know this? 

 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you in 

figuring out the answer? 
 How did Stephanie help Mic to learn fractions? 

2. Read pages 155-164 
 Mic was the last person to turn in his test because he 

rechecked all his answers.  What does this show about him? 
3. Reread page 160 

 What does Mic do that shows he might be changing? 
4.  Reread pages 163-164 

 Did Mic really change? Use text evidence to support your 
answer. 

5.  Read pages 165-170. 
 How did Mic try to convince his parents that he should 

have a new baseball glove? 
 Do you agree or disagree with how Mic handled the 

situation?  Why? 
6. Read pages 171-173. 

 Why did Mic decide not to ask his parents about the glove 
again? 

7. Have campers return to page 4 and add details about Mic to the 
Character Chart in their camper journals. 

8. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 11 of Camper 
Journals.  Discuss answers 



Reader’s 
Theater 

Reader’s Theater 
- 

Practice the Play 
20 minutes 

Funny Read Aloud Plays: 
Classic Short Stories 
 
Highlighters 
 
notecards  
 
Reader’s Theater Rubric 

1. Have campers go to their Reader’s Theater groups. 
2. Have campers practice in their groups the play they are assigned. 
3. Teacher and CC should give feedback to campers using the 

language from the Reader’s Theater Rubric. 
4. Allow campers time to continue designing what they may need for 

props. 
5. Tell them they need to be ready to perform next Thursday! 

 

  



  



Day 23   
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 
Guide 

Similes and 
metaphors 

30 minutes 

Guide Good Reader’s 
Guide Text Book TE/SE 
pg. 135 

Map or globe 

Chart paper 

Artifacts from previous 
lesson 

Good Reader’s Guide 
Teaching Visual page 16 
(copies should be made 
for each camper) 

Elmo or overhead 
projector (if available) 

Vis-à-vis markers 

Camper notebook/binder 

1. Review the Metaphor Chart. 
2. Build background:  using a map or globe, show how far Earhart 

had to fly. 
3. Read the nonfiction article “The Disappearance of Amelia Earhart” 

on page 135.  As you read aloud pause at any vocabulary words 
you think campers may not understand and give them a quick 
synonym to assist in comprehension of the text. 

4. Go back to the highlighted metaphors in the text.  Model how 
metaphors help readers see examples. 

5. Add the metaphors to the chart and ask for volunteers to tell what 
things are being compared in each metaphor. 

6. Work with the campers to complete Teaching Visual page 16.  
Read or have a volunteer read aloud the passage. 

7. Have campers work in pairs to complete the chart at the bottom of 
page 16. 

8. Review answers 
9. Challenge campers to look for examples of metaphors during their 

reading of their novels and during fluency time.  Have campers add 
any examples they can find to the metaphor chart. 

1. If you feel like campers have “gotten it,” continue to review the 
Simile and Metaphor Charts. 

2. Ask campers if they have any similes or metaphors that they can 
add to the chart.  Have them tell what things are being compared in 
each. 

3. Have campers work on pages 19-20 in the Good Reader’s Guide 
Workout Practice Book.  Circulate the room or group campers 
based on previous lessons responses and work with a group who 
needs extra support.   

10. Use the ELMO (if available) to review the answers. 



Novel 
Can You Feel the 
Thunder by Lynn 

McElfresh 
40 minutes 

One copy of Can You 
Feel the Thunder by 
Lynn McElfresh for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Chapters 25-
27.  Pages 174-199. 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Page 11 

 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Can You Feel the 
Thunder by Lynn 
McElfresh for each 
camper.  Page 12  

 
 

1. Read pages 174-182. 
 Why did Mic avoid Vern the entire weekend? 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you in 

figuring out the answer? 
2. Reread  pages 181-182 

 What did the thunder remind Mic of? 
3.  Read pages 182-190. 

 Why did Freemont hide three cartons of eggs and some 
toilet paper under his bed? 

 What did Mic do when they got to Vern’s house? 
 How did he feel? 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you in 

figuring out the answer? 
4. Read pages 190-194. 

 Why does Mic leave Freemont’s house? 
 How did Mic change? 

5.  Read pages 194-199. 
 Refer campers back to pages 194-195 
 Why did the handprints look good to Mic? 

6. Have campers return to page 4 and add details about Mic to the 
Character Chart in their camper journals. 

7. Have campers complete Think It Over on page 12 of Camper 
Journals.  Discuss answers 

Board Games Games 20 minutes 

Various board games 4. Allow campers to play games/ free reading or time to work on 
book projects. 

 

 

 

 

 



Day  24 
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Personification 30 minutes 

Guide Good Readers Text 
Book TE/SE pg. 136-137 

Chart paper  

Elmo or overhead 
projector (if available) 

Vis-à-vis markers 

Camper notebook/binder  

 

 

 

 

1. Create chart: label chart Personification. 
2. Have campers study the word personification.  Ask what root or 

base word do you see in the word personification? 
3. Write the word person on the chart. 
4. Read the text on the top of page 136.  Ask campers to give call outs 

of what we should write or add to the Personification chart.  Add 
information to the chart Personification. 

5. Point out the chart at the bottom of page 136.  Explain to the 
campers that the examples on the chart are from the nonfiction 
article “The Mystery of the Mary Celeste” on page 137. 

6. Use the visuals at the bottom of pages 136 and 137 to build 
background.  Explain that the article tells about the story of a ship 
The Mary Celeste that was found at sea without its crew or captain 
in the late 1800’s.   

7. Read aloud the article pausing to explain vocabulary that campers 
may have difficulty with. 

8. Explain to the campers that the remains of the ship were found in 
2001 but the original crew had disappeared.  No one has ever 
solved the mystery. 

9. Use the highlighted text to model how personification is used by 
the author. Discuss how the highlighted phrases are examples of 
giving human qualities to nonhuman things.  Add information to 
the Personification Chart. 

Reader’s 
Theater 

Reader’s Theaters 
- 

Performances 
40 minutes 

Funny Read Aloud Plays: 
Classic Short Stories 
 
Highlighters 
 
notecards  
 
Reader’s Theater Rubric 

19. Reader’s Theater Performances! 
20. Celebrate campers work practicing and designing props. 
21. Teacher and Camp CC should evaluate campers’ performances 

using the Reader’s Theater Rubric. 
22. Conference with campers in regards to their progress in reading 

fluency using the rubric. 



Novel 
Activities 

Free Choice Novel 
Time/Activity 20 minutes 

Choice of Scholastic 
novel  
 
Complete a book project 
on Can You Feel the 
Thunder?  
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator 
 
 

9. Campers may use this 30 time period to create a book project that 
is presented in the Teacher’s Guide for Can You Feel the 
Thunder?  

10. Campers can choose a book from the library if they finish. 
11. Explain to campers that on the last day of camp, they will have the 

opportunity to have a book talk to discuss the book or present a 
book project of their choice on the book they enjoyed the most this 
summer.  Show them the activities for extend your reading in the 
teacher’s guide for Can You Feel the Thunder?   

12. Explain that after each novel we read there are similar activities 
that they may choose to complete or they can create their own 
activity. 

 

   



Day  25 
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Personification 30 minutes 

Artifacts from previous 
lesson 

Good Readers Teaching 
Visual page 17 (copies 
should be made for each 
camper)  

Highlighters 

Good Readers Workout 
Practice Book pages 21-
22 

Elmo or overhead 
projector (if available) 

Vis-à-vis markers 

Camper notebook/binder  

1. Work with the campers to complete Teaching Visual page 17.  
Read or have a volunteer read aloud the passage. 

2. Have campers work in pairs to complete the chart at the bottom of 
page 18. 

3. Review answers 
4. Challenge campers to look for examples of personification during 

their reading of their novels and during fluency time.  Have 
campers add any examples they can find to the Personification 
Chart. 

5. Have campers work on pages 21-22 in the Good Readers Workout 
Practice Book pages 21-22. Point out the glossary at the bottom of 
page 21 and explain that they should look to the definitions to 
assist them with comprehending the test. Campers should highlight 
examples of personification they find in the text.    You can choose 
to work with a small group of campers who need additional 
support, while other campers work with a partner. 

6. Review answers with the class. 
7. Write the following sentences on the board or chart paper: 

 The big city was quiet. 
 The city was like a sleeping giant 
 The city was a sleeping giant. 

8. Ask campers which sentences are more interesting? 
9. Have them identify which sentence is a metaphor; a simile. Have 

them explain how they know? 
10. Write the following sentence on board or chart paper 

 The city closed its eyes to the suffering of the homeless 
people. 

11. Ask:  What human quality does the city have? What kind of 
figurative language is used here? 

12. Have campers look at pages 138-139 and the highlighted text.   
13. Ask:  What do all of the highlighted words/phrases have in 

common? 



Fluency 
Activities 

Reading Idol 
- 

Performances 
30 minutes 

Classroom library 
selection 
 
Reading Idol Rubric 
 
Slips of paper for campers 
to vote for the best fluent 
reader 

 Have campers practice their passage they chose for Reading Idol. 
 Performances!!!! Have a celebration for campers. 
 Ask campers to vote for the classmate they think did the most 

outstanding job of reading their passage fluently using the Reading 
Idol Rubric as a guide. 

 Teacher and CC should evaluate the performances using the 
Reading Idol Rubric. 

 Conference with campers. Share rubric and give feedback to assist 
campers in improving their fluency. 

 Campers may play games while you are conferencing with campers 
or work on their book projects 

Novel  
Activities 

Book Project 
Presentations 30 minutes 

Campers Choose the 
Novel Activity they wish 
to present 

1.  Campers will present their book projects. 

 

   



Day X 
5th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

 

No Curriculum – Culminating Projects 

 

 

 


